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Achanglanguage 

The Achang language (Achang: Ngachang; Chinese: PrJ H , 
Burmese: 33Qsy^) is a Tibeto-Burman language spoken by the 
Achang (also known as Maingtha and Ngochang) in Yunnan, China, 
and northern MyanmarF 


Achang is spoken in the following locations (PpJsiafsiS): 

■ Longchuan County, De hong Prefecture 

■ HusaPJil 

■ Lianghe County, Dehong Prefecture 

■ Zhedao 'M!§j 

■ Xiangsong U:*; 

■ Dachang 

■ Luxi City, Dehong Prefecture 

■ Jiangdong >IF 

■ Longling County, Baoshan 

The Xiandao 'filldialect (100 speakers; autonym k h an\ltau\l) 
Yingjiang County, Dehong Prefecture (Xiandaoyu Yanjiu). 

■ Xiandaozhai Mangmian Village cEUifct, Jiemao 

■ Meng'ezhai SjIKIi, Mangxian Village Jiemao Township 


is spoken in the following two locations in 
Township £111 
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Distribution 


Achang 

Ngachang 330 ^ / cl^ 

Pronunciation 

[rjalt^harjl] 

Native to 

China, Myanmar 

Ethnicity 

Achang 

Native speakers 

(60,000 cited 
1990-2007)fd 

Language 

family 

Sino-Tibetan 

■ (Tibeto- 
Burman) 

- Lolo- 
Burmese 

- Burmish 

■ Burmic 

■ Achang 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

acn 

Glottolog 

achal252 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/achal2 
52) f 2 l 






















Phonology 


Consonants 


Consonant phonemes^ 



Labial 

Alveolar 

Post-alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Stop 

p h b 

t h d 


C h j 

k 1 ! g 

? 

Affricate 


ts h dz 

tjh d 3 




Fricative 


s 

X 

s 


h 

Nasal 

m 

n 



h 


Approximant 

w 

1 


j 




Vowels 

Monophthongs! 6 ! 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i 

Ul 

u 

Mid 

£ 


3 

Open 


a’ a 



Syntax 


Achang word order is subject-object-verb (SOV). There is no dominant order for nouns and their adjective 
modifiers.^ 

Further reading 


■ Hill, Nathan, & Cooper, Douglas. (2020). A machine readable collection of lexical data on the 
Burmish languages [Data set]. Zenodo. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3759030 

■ Inglis, Douglas. 2003. A preliminary phonology of Ngochang (https://www.academia.edu/71528 
84/A_preliminary_phonology_of_Ngochang). Payap University, Graduate School, Linguistics 
Department. 

■ Nasaw Sampu, Wilai Jaseng, Thocha Jana, and Douglas Inglis (2005). A preliminary 
Ngochang - Kachin- English Lexicon. Payap University, Graduate School, Linguistics 
Department. 

■ Yabu Shiro W. r]J!| 3 (1990). "The Achang Language of Burma." 7 7 v7 7 0fij1tfp 'LL— 

Ajia no shogengo to ippan gengogaku / Asian languages and general linguistics, llif UL|I1 
Osamu Sakiyama, et al. Tokyo: Sanseido. 124-141. 


References 


1 Achang (https://www.ethnologue.com/19/language/acn/) at Ethnologue (19th ed., 2016) 









2. Hammarstrbm, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Achangic" (http://glott 
olog.org/resource/languoid/id/achal252). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute 
for the Science of Human History. 

3. "Achang" (https://www.ethnologue.com/19/language/acn/). Ethnologue. Retrieved 2019-02-06. 

4. http://www.ynszxc.gov.cn/villagePage/vindex.aspx?departmentid=150440 

5. http://www.ynszxc.gov.cn/villagePage/vindex.aspx?departmentid=150426 

6. Inglis, Douglas. "A preliminary phonology of Ngochang" (https://www.academia.edu/7152884) 

7. "WALS Online - Language Achang" (https://wals.info/languoid/lect/wals_code_acn). wals.info. 
Retrieved 2019-02-06. 


External links 


■ Dryer, Matthew S.; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2013). "Achang language" (http://wals.info/langu 
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■ Bible in Achang (https://www.bible.eom/bible/373/jhn.l.ngcl) 

■ Listen to a sample of Achang from Global Recordings Network (http://globalrecordings.net/lang 
code/acn) 
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